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STEP THE RIGHT DIRECTION 


State Washington recently revised its 
regulations pertaining Hansen’s disease, permitting patient 


treated locally. 


Dr. Giedt, Seattle, the state’s competent epidemiologist 
who was largely responsible for the constructive revision, reports 


“All all, the new regulation decided improvement and 
step the right direction.” 


(See page 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for it. 


THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. This activity open all interested patients. 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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MAIL BAG 


Old Concept 

1891 was sent our Mission Board direct from Medical 
College China. first was Kiangsu—later moved 
Shantung. opened clinic and among first patients was 
woman with Feng (Great Numb Disease). She seemed well 
except for her hands, which hung limp lumps meat—not like 
paralyzed hands but said like lumps dead medical 
school Feng was not mentioned professor—it was not 
the books was completely ignorant. Finally those who 
brought her told what was. 

1921 moved Tenghsien, Shantung and there found 
two asylums for Feng patients—men and women. Most 
them were being treated with chaulmoogra oil, and some appeared 
arrested—but they could not home for one would 
receive them. 

Call Hansen’s disease what you wish—anyone who saw 
did can not but dread eternal fear. Other dis- 
eases take you off—but this living it. 
remarkable how slightly contagious is—BUT you may 
the millionth one that not immune! 

The Chinese say comes through the breath. Our pastor 
was afraid baptize (sprinkle) one—afraid the breath—so 
American pastor undertook that part. Some soldiers came loot, 
the patients came puffing them and did they run. 

very pretty girl, knew, married one patient because 
babyhood engagement. She stayed with him for number years 
and did NOT get the disease. 

striking symptom eye-brows. sons heard tell 
that they thought good play joke. looked across the 
dinner table and there sat two boys, eye-brows. was 
startled that they quickly confessed what razor could do. 

had wonderful case. girl 17—living with aunt— 
developed Feng. The aunt had plan offered her bowl 
rope. She was choose. She understood—the rope hang— 
the bowl beg. She chose the bowl. The aunt put her the road 
and shut the door. There she stood, looked north, east, west and 
south. She had never been ten miles from home. Providence—yes 
miracle—she chose the south road which led direct the asylum 
Tenghsien and, course, she was received. 

One our best doctors China who had charge several 
different asylums said only following the Christ could enable per- 
son have patience and sympathy sufficient cope with them 
China. had tried out and thought knew. 

Now with the new treatments Carville may different 
—and TRULY hope is. 

MRS. PATTERSON, M.D. 
Staunton, Virginia 
respect Dr. Patterson’s sincerity, but obviously she thinking 
terms generation ago. 
Ed. 
New Era 

THE STAR making valuable contribution the cause 
educating the public regarding Hansen’s disease. comes hand 
regularly and enjoy reading and then place our medical 
library where available our staff and students their read- 
ing rooms. One thing very happy about the way the hos- 
pital now visited many who are interested its work. 
The first time asked permitted study the Carville hos- 
pital received very formal and brief “no.” glad that 
not now, and sure that both the hospital, the patients and 
those who visit there will benefited the visits these guests. 

WALLACE CRAWFORD, M.D. 

College Medicine Dentistry 

West China Union University. 
Chengtu, Szechwan 
are out the “medical monopoly” rut forever. The current 
policy encourages doctors and nurses come for study, and the 
public for enlightenment. 

Ed. 

Discovered 

friend has just sent your excellent Christmas issue. 
blushed think that did not know that you were publishing THE 
STAR. 

RAYMOND CORRY 
The Franklin Roosevelt Library 
Hyde Park, New York 


Marines, Attention! 


Gold Star Mother Marine who lost his life Feb- 
ruary Iwo Jima and thought maybe would possible 
locate some son’s buddies through THE STAR. was Pfc. 
William Jarvis, Co. 2nd Bn., 26th Marines, 5th Division. 

MRS. JARVIS 
513 Chestnut St., 
Fairbury, Illinois 
Scouting 


want thank you very much for the fine article Boy 
Scouts Rev. Olmstead the February 1949 STAR. came 
very appropriate time. are now starting gather infor- 
mation and reports Scouting with Physically Handicapped boys. 
There great deal Scouting this kind but study 
has been made for years. 

Our sincere appreciation you and our congratulations 
Troop 36, American Legion Post 188 and others who are making 
this Scout Program possible. 

BOY SCOUTS AMERICA 
Harry Eby, National Director 
School Service 


New York, 


Honolulu, Hawaii 
will give attention the proposal eliminate the term 
“leper” all official government language—which will finally, 
sure, have effect the English language generally. 
RILEY ALLEN, Editor 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin 


You are placing writers very difficult position. 

The word leper and leprosy happen words that are deeply 
embedded our language. don’t know how the world can 
escape them. trying think what the Bible would look like 
the New Testament eliminated word lepers, can see the 
passage the Gospel where Our Blessed Lord heals the ten lepers 
rewritten read, “And there came Him, ten who were suffering 
from Hansen’s disease.” think loses all its value, and don’t 
see any reason the world why one should hesitate about using 
historic name. 

But would look read over your material that the 
only thing person can simply agree that will never men- 
tion the word leper leprosy the disease itself any context. 

What puzzles most that you get out resolution which 
very sincerely intended, and really give equivalent for the 
word that you are taking away. think fine distinction 
say that while the use the word leper discontinued, 
the person will referred leprosy patient. 

sincerely hope that you will continue impress people with 
the fact that the disease entirely curable, and means the 
sort thing was long regarded. 

suppose clearest recollections leprosy come from the 
sufferings the mother and sister Ben Hur who certainly were 
guiltless pair and could sense associated with unclean- 
liness soul. never thought leprosy body having any rise 
sin any form all cleanness. 

one intended hurt anyone’s feelings, and the whole matter 
leaves completely baffled. But words are words, and the person 
who uses them according their historical significance, doesn’t feel 
too entirely blameworthy and too culpable. 

Every possible success your campaign. 


St. Louis, Mo. 

Father Lord misses the boat. We, nor any other proponent the 
idea for substituting the term Hansen’s disease other scientific 
designation for the historical misnomer “leprosy” applied today, 
seek change Biblical terminology. the contrary, contend 
that program for the modern approach our problem must 
adopt its primary precept complete disassociation the disease 
with the Bible. Hansen’s bacillus was not identified until 1874. 
People were, and unfortunately still are, “victims leprosy.” 
generic term. They would “patients” with Hansen’s disease, 
specific term. did not ask Father Lord omit the words leper 
leprosy from his vocabulary although from the connotation 
insists placing them, would good idea. DID ask 
him discontinue using such references this one from his book- 
let FASHIONABLE SIN sin infecting the soul spread 
the body white, men would regard sin with very different eyes.” 
And from his columns, “filthy entertainment like streak lep- 
rosy,’ and several similar obnoxious references. 


Ed. 


Agreement 
wish indicate sympathy for your objectives modifying 
the attitude the public toward Hansen’s disease. 
DENNIS, Ph.D. 


Sterling-Winthrop Research Institute 
Rensselaer, New York 
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WHAT PRICE SUPERSTITION 


season from March Ist. May 
was, and still many parts 
Europe and the Balkans time for the 
expulsion witches and evil spirits. 
Walpurgis Night, the eve May Day, 
particularly, one that celebrated 
Central Europe with great fires, ringing 
bells, blowing whistles and pound- 
ing tin cans, pots and pans pro- 
duce racket, for the influence these 
evil beings then supposed its height. 

Even this day and age and these United 
States, are still possessed great number 
such superstitions and false beliefs. 

Salomon Reinach his ORPHEUS, History 
Religions, Story Man’s Beliefs and Taboos, 
says that was believed that trichinosis and lep- 
rosy were the cause for the Hebrews forbidding 
the use pork. But also points out that no- 
where the Bible can shown that there was 
ever any epidemic malady attributable the 
eating unclean meats. That Biblical writers 
and savages today, sickness something 
supernatural and “an effect the wrath spir- 
its.” says that the Jew abstains from eating pork 
because his remote ancestors, some five six 
thousand years ago, had the wild boar their 
totem, and that the prohibition for eating pork 
should now considered mark ignorance. 
(For the benefit those our readers who have 
only vague ideas what “totem” is, would 
like explain that some primitive tribes imagine 
blood relationship certain objects, plants and 
animals which have become their 


Sir James Frazer his GOLDEN BOUGH 
has quite discussion this subject, the 
gist which that the pig was sacred the Jews 
and for the purpose eating,and 
that “all so-called unclean animals were originally 
sacred.” According some Greek writers, the pig 
was abhorred foul and loathsome ancient 
Egypt and whosoever touched one passing, had 
step into the river with all his clothes and wash 
off the taint. “These animals,” says Reinach, “are 
designated either sacred unclean, two over- 
precise terms, which, traced their origins, 
will reduced the idea taboo, prohibi- 
tion.” The Egyptians believed that drink pigs 
milk would cause leprosy. Some our North 
American Indians, from whom, the way, 
have the word “totem,” believe that they will 
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By GERTRUDE HORNBOSTEL 


suffer from skin troubles they eat 
flesh the totem, and sig- 
nificant that some these skin afflic- 
tions are supposed white spots, 
like those mentioned Leviticus 
being leprosy, but actually are not. 

The Syrians, who considered fish 
sacred, thought they would get ulcers 
from eating them. The natives 
Wetar, near New Guinea, 
that they are descended from many different ani- 
mals, any one which, when eaten 
ticular family who considers his ancestor, will 
cause his descendants become afflicted with 
leprosy and mad. Totemism among the bush 
negroes Surinam likewise causes the belief that 
leprosy would result from eating the pig-like capiai. 

The Chasas Orissa, India, will never know- 
ingly injure their totemic animal, because they be- 
lieve that doing, they would attacked 
leprosy and their tribe die out. 

The natives the jungles India, the islands 
the Pacific, Asia and Australia have means 
yet properly preserve perishable meats and fish 
and may that when these foods are eaten 
partially spoiled state, skin eruptions follow 
which are falsely believed leprosy. Frazer 
thinks that the notions evolved about leprosy stem 
from just such results. 

The jungle inhabitants Mysore, India, con- 
sider detrimental the coming rain, bury 
anyone that had leprosy and that such corpse 
should burned instead. However, for some 
particular reason corpse buried spite this 
taboo, they will disinter the buried victim lep- 
rosy cleanse the earth when rain will not come. 
The belief among the Jews that the eating what 
was believed sacred animal resulted lep- 
rosy and the fear they had which caused 
them take great trouble trying get rid 
those afflicted, was not based alone sanitary, 
but probably more religious grounds, wherefor 
the cleansing ceremony much essential 
with the Polynesian and the Malay, the native 
India and the Australian islands, with the He- 
brew. The Hebrew priest the Old Testament 
ordered bathing for the afflicted person, the 
cleansing house and garments was 
made fly from the house and out into the open 
field carry the taint beyond and away. 

Dr. Wallace Crawford, medical missionary, 
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writes from China that some remote areas there, 
leprosy victims are taken out into the country and 
shot. some other places China victims are 
buried alive with only their head sticking out 
the ground, and still others the West, they 
sew them into freshly skinned cowhides and leave 
them dry out the sun, with obvious results. 

Mexico, insure good crop corn, the 
ancients sacrificed those afflicted with leprosy 
the festival the Goddess the White Maize, 
according Frazer. the day preceding the 
fast before the festival held honor the Maize 
Goddess Chicomecohuatl, ancient Mexicans sanc- 
tified woman represent Atlatatonan, Goddess 
those afflicted with leprosy, dressing her 
appropriate costume. After the fast, the high 
priest the Temple Tlaloc sacrificed the wom- 
the usual way tearing her heart out 
offering the sun. Her body, with all the robes 
and ornaments she had worn, was cast into well 
vault the temple, and along with the corpse, 
were thrown all the plates and dishes out 
which the people had eaten, and all the mats 
upon which they had sat slept during the fast, 
they had been infected with leprosy. 

The Ifugaos Northern Luzon, who live ina 
world surrounded spirits, good and evil, have 
their own explanation for becoming afflicted with 
leprosy. Upon the death one their tribe, his 
spirit taken hand immediately upon leav- 
ing the body his own ancestral spirits in- 
ducted into the existence that awaits it. During 
this initiation, along come “the spitters,” evil spir- 
its, who inquire the others whether “this 
one,” one theirs, indicating one the rela- 
tives the corpse, how much rice land and other 
earthly goods the dead one owned, etc. The an- 
swer SHOULD “yes” and true facts, but 
any chance they deny their own relative, the 
evil spirits thereupon spit this person and 
develops leprosy. 

Certain seems that skin diseases all kinds 
were, and still are, the minds great many 
people this world, the result infractions 
taboos, and leprosy was regarded the Old Tes- 
tament direct consequence sin. some 
the Pacific islands where used live, whose lan- 
guage speak and whose customs 
therefor know well, desecration certain forest 
glades, all banyan trees, some cliffs and caves, will 
bring severe skin eruptions, boils, erysipelas, 
leprosy hives. And when happens that 
tive sometimes breaks out with anything like the 
above, racks his mind and tries trace back 


whether has committed any act desecra- 
tion account for his troubles, which then can 
cured only native medicine man wo- 
man herb doctor. But prevention has always been 
simpler than cure and loudly asking permis- 
sion the ancestral spirits that particular spot, 
may commit all the desecration wishes. 


too have our taboos, superstitions and false 
notions, creating havoc with the peace mind 
not only those who believe them, but affect- 
ing thereby the lives and happiness fellow hu- 
man beings with “so-called” leprosy. Superstition 
and fear stigmatize those afflicted with the same 
power evil attributed the witches old, 
thereby preventing least three times many 
sufferers from seeking treatment thcse now 
getting it. 

The taboos Polynesia and India, New 
Guinea and the Malay countries, and the priestly 
taboos the primitive Hebrew religion are 
different than our own where “leprosy” con- 
cerned There however difference. This the 
20th century —the atomic age. The first are back- 
ward people for whom there hope for greater 
advancement the not too distant future. The 
ancient Hebrew lawmakers are long dead and 
didn’t know any better those days. But 
Are going let the evil spirits the long-dead 
past continue haunt this enlightened age? 
When will lose OUR superstitious dread 
“leprosy?” Isn’t about time that stop acting 
like children and primitive people and grow 
realize that “leprosy” such, does not exist? 
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WASHINGTON REVISES H.D. REGULATIONS 


The State Washington has embarked 
more liberal policy its handling Hansen’s dis- 
ease. According regulations adopted December 
Washington patient with active leprosy “should 
encouraged seek hospitalization the facili- 
ties provided the Public Health Service 
(presumably Carville), UNTIL TREATMENT 
AVAILABLE MORE CONVENIENT AND 
SUITABLE LOCATION.” However, say the re- 
gulations, patient classified active case, may 
treated locally physician “deemed compe- 
tent treat this disease the local state 
health authorities.” The patient “shall continue 
under treatment until appropriate examinations 
reveal that the disease longer active.” 


The regulations define “active” case one 
“which manifests bacteriologically positive mouth 
nasal lesions other open lesions the 
surface the body.” 


ee 


The regulations provide that active cases “re- 
ceiving treatment locally shall visited repre- 
sentatives the jurisdictional health officer not 
less often than once during every six month peri- 
od. Such patients shall not move any other 
quarters premises any other jurisdiction 
within without the state without written con- 
sent and approval the jurisdictional health 
officer.” 


Washington one the states which 
Hansen’s disease shows tendency whatsoever 
spread. During the year period between 1915 
and 1947, only twenty cases leprosy have been 
discovered the State Washingten. every 
instance these occurred persons with 
possible exposure outside this state. Further- 


more, instance has been possible im- 
plicate demonstrate that any these cases were 
possible sources infection subsequent cases 
discovered within this state. 

Col. Rarey Decatur, Ga. has been mak- 
ing intensive study OUR MEDIEVAL 
LAWS LEPROSY (National and State). His 
findings published shortly pamphlet form 
contain very meaningful comment. “In view 
the following comparison would appear that 
Washington would have been justified adopt- 
ing more of, all the New York plan for 
managing this disease. The two states are located 
about the same latitude, and comparison 
the temperature and rainfall, month month 
winter and summer, shows that Seattle’s 
is, least, favorable the climate New 
York where colder few degrees winter, 
and slightly warmerin summer than Seattle. 
invigorating climate should provide 
it’s leprosy patients with high degree resist- 
ance this disease. That this conclusion justi- 
fied both New York and Washington strong- 
indicated the fact that this disease does not 
spread either state. Therefore, view the 
above and the fact that the modern medicines, 
which may administered any competent 
physician, are now the market, there appears 
justification for sending any the Wash- 
ington leprosy patients into the extremely hot and 
moist climate Louisiana, treated for dis- 
ease known flourish and maintain itself year aft- 
year that state. Washington leprosy patients 
would seem much entitled local hos- 
pitalization, home treatment the home en- 
vironment warrants, are patients having any 
other disease.” 


TREATED 


Twenty-five persons with Hansen’s disease 
New York City are under the care physicians 
and are being treated with one the sulfone 
drugs, according recent statement the New 
York Times Dr. Morris Greenberg, Director, 
Bureau Preventable Diseases the Health De- 
partment, City New York. 

Dr. Greenberg “These people are permitted 
fairly free movement within the population they 
adhere certain regulations. They are prohibited 
from accepting jobs food handlers and must 
examined every year make sure that they are 


living under hygienic circumstances.” 

Hansen’s disease not reportable New York 
State, except New York City, which has its own 
sanitary code. 

Reviewing the 131 cases Hansen’s 
ported the Health Department New York 
City the last twenty years, Dr. Greenberg point- 
out that sixty-four them came from the Brit- 
ish West Indies, Puerto Rico, Cuba and Central 
America. 

Sixty-eight the 131 cases eventually were sent 
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Twenty the cases died other diseases, eleven 
have returned their native countries, and the re- 
seven have been lost track of. 

“Leprosy not present significant health 
problem this city,” Dr. Greenberg emphasized. 
“But with the continuous immigration from Car- 
ibbean areas, likely that more cases will re- 
ported and for that reason, have more 
alert recognizing them..” 

“None the leprosy cases reported here the 
last twenty years was born this city,” Dr. Green- 
berg asserted. Besides the sixty-four cases from the 
Caribbean countries, twenty came from China, 
Burma, and the Philippines, seventeen from 
Europe, seventeen from South America, two from 
Africa and eleven from various states this coun- 
try. the cases from the United States, four were 
from California, three from Texas, three from 


UNEXPECTED SPECIAL HONOR 


THE STAR has been signally honored Lou- 
isiana State University Chapter Sigma Delta 
Chi (Professional Journalistic Fraternity) for out- 
standing community service rendered non- 
metropolitan Louisiana newspaper. The fraterni- 
ty’s award was made the third annual L.S.U. 
School Journalism banquet Saturday eve- 
ning, April Dr. Johansen delegated Thomas 
Rickman, director community activities this 
hospital, accept it. 


The L.S.U. DAILY REVEILLE commended 
THE STAR for vigorously clear- 
ing misconceptions concerning Hansen’s dis- 
ease.”. 


The award came complete surprise us. 
Some the patients heard the announcement 
over the air Saturday evening but THE STAR 
staff found the news their Sunday morning pa- 
pers. This award has given great deal pleas- 
ure and small amount pride. 
tion gives renewed courage carry our 


Florida and one from South Carolina. 

About half the 131 cases married and from 
these unions seventy-four children were born. 

“Despite the fact that these leprosy cases lived 
with their families, not single secondary case 
developed the city,” Dr. Greenberg declared. 
“Leprosy not highly contagious disease 
climate. will only spread the leprosy patient 
lives close proximity with person for long 
period and climate where the disease can de- 
velop. This city’s temperature and humidity are 
not conducive the spreading the disease.” 

highly encouraging learn that the great 
New York University-Bellevue Medical Center, 
soon constructed, where eminent doctors 
from all over the world will study and work, will 
include department for the observation and 
treatment Hansen’s disease. 


work. THE STAR staff, who are not professional 
journalists any stretch the imagination, value 
Sigma Delta Chi’s appreciation our efforts. 

read that among the awards 
Sigma Delta Chi was one for scholastic achieve- 
ment given A.O. Goldsmith. named 
the outstanding male graduate the School Jour- 
nalism for 1949. THE STAR well aware Mr. 
Goldsmith’s “competence perform journalistic 
and Mr. Price, the school 
journalism, have visited Carville for press room 
discussions. 

got vicarious thrill hearing that Hod- 
ding Carter, Pulitzer Prize winner for his editorials 
civil rights and editor the DELTA DEMO- 
CRAT-TIMES, Greenville, Mississippi, was prin- 
cipal speaker the award dinner. The commu- 
nity projects sponsored the DELTA DEMO- 
CRAT-TIMES have gained national recognition. 
the interest freedom speech and press, Mr. 
Carter and his wife used set type hand, just 
THE STAR does now. 


Both the Catholic and Protestant Chapels were 
lovelier than usual this Easter Sunday morning. 
The Campbell Soup girls Chicago sent Easter 
lilies and did the Disabled American Veterans 
Auxiliary, through their national hospital chair- 
man, Mrs. Florence Green Kalamazoo, Mich. 
The Club Lounge also received lilies from the DAV. 


Pass THE STAR your friends. 


Park 


1951 MAIN 


Bator Rouge, La. 
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FRIEND, GENERAL SMITH 


JOEY 


walked into Dr. Wolcott’s office the infir- 
mary and there was. was enfolded the em- 
brace strong pair arms and then said: 
“Let look you are you, child?” That 
was typical General Smith, spontaneous, mag- 
nanimous, very human. did not bother him that 
was patient. him, was simply Joey, the 
brown little girl from the Philippines. him, 
meant home, for loves the Philippines and 
loves its people. him, meant the tropical land 
where has lived since 1911. was good see 
him and talk him for brought with him the 
ties and_memories that spell home. 

first heard General Smith from Mr. Frank 
Gaines, who was then director the UNRRA 
mission. Mr. Gaines had come visit Tala, the 
leprosarium where was hospitalized. desk 
lay some fishing paraphernalia. Mr. Gaines asked 
fished. said did not know anything 
about fishing, although had heard great many 
fish stories. caught his glance and said, “Oh you 
mean that?” explained him that young of- 
ficer knew had received the fishing tackle 
gift and because did not know what with 
it, had given me. that time, food was rath- 
scarce and the officer thought could very well 
use for acquiring food (there was big river 
near by). Mr. Gaines asked would like give 


Joey, Dr. Howard Smith, Manila, Asst. Surgeon- 
General charge public health work the Far East for 
the United States Public Health Service; Mrs. Hornbostel 
and Major Hornbostel, pictured THE STAR office, re- 
miniscing about mutual friends the Philippines. 


him the fishing things for dear friend his, 
who was very fond fishing “and besides,” said, 
“he will tickled have that one with the white 
feather.” gave him the package with compli- 
ments. And that how first heard General 
Smith. 

Later met him person through Mr. Gaines. 
One day, was the UNRRA offices and Mr. 
Gaines introduced us, General Smith remarked: 
“So this Joey.” Mr. Gaines had told him all about 
and the pleasure meeting seemed mutual. 
was pleasant that forgot was only Joey 
and was General Smith. few months later, 
met him again and saw him quite number 
times after that while was working for pass- 
port and permit leave the Philippines for Car- 
ville. was always ready what could for 
me, invariably gracious and helpful. The 
Public Health Service Washington contacted 
him regard war record, for was then 
now, the Assistant Surgeon General for 
the Far East. never forgot him, and often wished 
there were more people like him have met 
many Generals butso few them are real people. 
General Smith, like dear friend General 
man without being politician. And hu- 
man. feel that the word that truly describes him. 


Brigadier General Smith spent March and 
this hospital “to see for myself the advances be- 
ing made the treatment disease 
with the sulfones. There are not nearly enough 
the sulfones the islands and will try 
get more use fighting the disease” our 
conversation THE STAR office told 
health conditions the Philippines are par 
with prewar days and steadily improving 

Generai Smith was Gen. MacArthur’s 
medicai chief and escaped from Bataan with the 
late sident Manuel Roxas the Philippines 
shortiy after MacArthur got out the trap. After 
the the Philippines, General Smith 
was one the nine delegated MacArthur 
raise the flag again Corregidor. 


When you finish reading THE STAR will you please 
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HAPPY OCCASION 


The honored guest this hospital St. 
Fatrick’s Day was appropriately enough one 
the Riley boys —Harold “Hap” Riley Detroit, 
Michigan, Chef Chemin Fer Société des 
Quarante Hommes Huit Chevaux (Society 
Forty Men and Eight Horses.) 

The national head the American fun 
and honor group tour some southern voi- 
tures arrived Baton Rouge the evening before, 
where was banqueted with French cuisine, 
Louisiane. 


The locomotive and box car Baton Rouge 
Voiture 340 rolled into the hospital grounds bright 
and early March 17th. Chef party were, 
left right: Jelly Stanard; Howell May. Grand 
Chef Passe. La.; Guy Land, Clarksdale, Miss., Chef 
Chemin Fer Dr. Johansen; Joe Warner. 
Shreveport, Grand Chef Gare, La.;Sam Rubin, 
Monroe, Grand Chef Passe, La.; Harold Riley, 
Detroit; Spann, National Chairman, Carville 
Hospital; Knight; Dr. Kosminsky, Tex- 
arkana, Ark., Chef Chemin Fer Thomas 
Rickman, Director Carville Community Activ- 
ities; Jim Casserly, New Orleans, Sous Chef 
Chemin Fer Passe. Roscoe Campbell, Shreve- 
port, Grand Correspondant, La., was out cam- 
era range and Pender, Grand Chef Train, 
La., arrived too late “shot”. 

Mrs. Kosminsky and Mrs. Casserly accompanied 
their husbands and “Mother” Champagne Baton 
Rouge came with the group. Malstrom, New 
Orleans, Department Service Officer, dropped 
too. 


gave Chef Riley the works. shown 
accepting the key the city (and out it) from 


Chef Gare Medina our Voiture Locale 902. 

banner proclaiming “Welcome” the Chef 
and his party stretched across the balcony the 
Recreation Building. However slipped 
one detail, laid out the red carpet instead 
green one. the Chef stepped into the Rec Hall 
the orchestra struck “Wearing the Green.” 

The local vets and other patients assembled 
the theatre. 


Dr. Johansen introduced Chef Riley, who 
shown the mike expressing his pleasure being 
here and for the key which said would treas- 
ure his collection souvenirs remembrance 
the day. top man the this year, Chef 
Riley has visited Voitures all over the United 
States. “Everywhere go” said “legionnaires ask 
‘Have you been Carville?’ decided must come 
see for myself the wonderful work that being 
done. THE STAR has certainly spread informa- 
tion far and wide about your hospital.” 

Voyageurs Spann, Land and Warner had special 
messages. Dr. Kosminsky’s brief talk sparkled 
characteristically, “Although you Carville vets are 
shut out our sight you may sure you are 
our hearts.” 


Speaking for our Voiture Locale 902, Chef 
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Gare Medina’s response was warm and appreciative. 
Stanley Stein, Chef Gare Passe, Voiture 
reviewed the progress made the educational 
campaign Hansen’s disease since 1943 when 
the first adopted Carville, and THE STAR 
particular, one its national projects. 
The visitors were guests Dr. and Mrs. 
Johansen forlunch and the afternoon they 
toured the hospital winding THE STAR 
printing plant. Here the voyageurs centered their 
attention the new printing equipment. 


Chef Riley (left) and Chef Passe Land were 
keenly interested the Miehle automatic press. 
The press, folding machine and paper cutter 
were gifts the THE STAR last year 
during Guy Land’s administration. and Cor- 
respondant National Charles Ardery spearhead- 
THE STAR press fund, contributed 
Voitures Grand and Locale throughout the coun- 
try. The equipment required outlay $8,000.00 
which Chef Land called “an investment 
humanity.” 

Chef Riley and party gathered the Club 
Lounge bid the vets “au concluding 
great day for the Irish and happy occasion for 
the local voyageurs. 


S.S. 


CHOICE ana California WINES 


REASONABLE PRICES 


MELANCON, SR. Carville, La. 


Place THE STAR your public library 


YOU CAN HELP 


You can help bring about the passage 
THE NATIONAL LEPROSY ACT writing 
your Congressman and urge him support this 
Bill. 

THE NATIONAL LEPROSY ACT 
sponsored the American Federation the 
Physically Handicapped. was introduced 
Senator Claude Pepper (Fla.), and referred the 
SENATE COMMITTEE LABOR AND 
PUBLIC WELFARE. 

The purpose this Bill break down and 
overcome the harmful effects the ancient lep- 
rosy stigma, allay and finally eliminate leprapho- 
bia, and bring this disease under firm control 
the United States. 

accomplish this purpose the American pub- 
lic shown that this illness not the very 
contagious and relentless menace they have be- 
lieved be, and, therefore, that their 
able fear leprosy not justified. Our people 
must and will shown that their unreasonable 
fear what is, reality, feebly communicable 
disease. the main factor now holding 
ress bringing under control. The above stated 
purpose will accomplished through the opera- 
tion the NATIONAL LEPROSY ACT, which 

(1) For Educational Program designed ac- 
quaint the public with the truth about lep- 
rosy, and provide the medical profession 
with authentic information concerning the 
diagnosis and treatment this misunder- 
stood 

(2) For modern treatment methods 
tices based upon the exceptionally low de- 
gree communicability the disease, and 
upon the status each case when 

(3) For National Advisory Council help 
bring the disease under 

(4) Family allowances for dependents hospi- 
talized patients (because the unusual fam- 
ily problems involved the hospitalization 
these patients) 

(5) Rehabilitation and Reemployment Pro- 
gram for hospitalized 

(6) Compensation for disabilities incurred inci- 
dent leprosy; and 

(7) For expanded leprosy research program. 


NOTICE 
When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR toavoid 
difficulty cashing them. 
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JOINS STAFF 


registered occupational therapist has recently 
been added our resident hospital staff. She 
Miss Virginia Hatch New York City. Miss 
Hatch now gathering equipment and working 
materials and becoming familiar with the occupa- 
tional therapy needs the patients. addition 
her work with Miss Eva Laughlin, the hospital’s 
physical therapist, Miss Hatch plans initiate 
limited activities pottery, weaving and design. 


LOCAL SITUATION 


The need rehabilitation program for the pa- 
tients this hospital has long been recognized. 
Plans for such program gathered considerable 
impetus the two weeks visit here March Mr. 
John Lasher, Chicago, Regional Representative 
the Office Vocational Rehabilitation, Federal 
Security Agency. While Carville, Mr. Lasher 
interviewed many patients and earnestly studied 
the situation. After leaving here Mr. Lasher went 
Washington where conferred with members 
the Public Health Service staff and met 
with other Regional Representatives O.V.R. 
This hospital and its rehab problems was very 
much the agenda both conferences. leav- 
ing here Mr. Lasher said, don’t remember 
having spent more interesting and per- 
sonally profitable two weeks than those spent 
Carville.” 


Dr. David Elliot, resident eye, ear, nose and 
throat physician this hospital for the past two 
years has retired from the U.S. Public Health 
Service. The Department this hos- 
pital will now carry with the services Dr. 
Benjamin Ferguson New Orleans. Dr. 
Ferguson will act consultant, holding clinics 
here once week. 


The Leonard Wood Memorial (The American 
Leprosy Foundation) had booth the Conven- 
tion Hall The American College Physicians 
meeting New York City, March 28-April 
where free copies Who Walk Alone Perry 
Burgess were distributed. 


Dr. John Hanks the Leonard Wood Me- 
morial who working Harvard Medical School, 
recent guest speaker the University 
Connecticut. 


CARVILLE BUILDINGS 
PBA PROGRAM 


press release from Washington, dated 
March carried the information that included 
the program submitted Congress the public 
buildings administration was $3,200,000 spent 
facilities the Marine Hospital Carville. 

Dr. Johansen said that thought the funds re- 
quested for the Carville institution probably would 
used complete the building pro- 
gram. $1,500,000 the $5,000,000 appropriated 
rebuild the hospital 1939 was recalled when the 
war started. said that hospital plans call for 
psychiatric structure, officers’ quarters. 
carpenter shop, dairy barn, cold storage plant 
and landscaping. Dr. Johansen said did not 
know whether these are included the fund re- 
quest, however. 

the public buildings administration program 
passes Congress there assurance that any 
the buildings for which provides, including the 
Carville project, would constructed 
near future. 


Here for months special training Han- 
sen’s disease are Miss Margaret Milligan, R.N. and 
Miss Frieda Laschkewitsch, R.N. staff nurses 
the Public Health Service. Both nurses came 
from Seattle, Wash. where they were duty 
the U.S. Marine Hospital. This continuation 
the PHS policy, begun 1946, which brings 
two nurses each few months for duty here under 
the supervision our resident 
Daughters St. Vincent Paul. 

Father G.G. Grant, Executive Secretary 
Loyola Alumni Association, Chicago and Mr. 
Wm. Davidson, also Loyola, were here 


call Dr. Johansen and see the 


hospital. The Chicagoans came from New Or- 
leans where they organized Alumni Chapter. 
Dr. Johansen alumnus Loyola his school, 
Chicago College Medicine and Surgery, later 
merged with Loyola. 

Father Grant was enthusiastic about plans now 
under way for the establishment new medical 
school Chicago called Stritch Medical, aft- 
his Excellency, Archbishop Samuel Alphonsus 
Stritch. 
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Your editor has extended 

the privilege monthly 

readers some additional word regarding Com- 
munity Affairs here Carville. 

Avoiding any attempt historical hys- 
terical— lets look “AHEAD”. 

The lake —long under consideration— should 
become reality ere too long. The new Bulldozer 
here —engineers are expected momentarily stake 
out the levels— and then station labor can begin 
digging and grading. However, the total project 
not quite that simple. Drainage spillways, pumps, 
auxiliary water supply, building walks, piers, etc. 
will require time. Once completed, however, the 
opportunities for boating, fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, boat building, water pageants and picnics 
will enrich life here Carville. 

have recently been granted funds and au- 
thority purchase 16mm. sound motion picture 
projector. successful demonstration has already 
been provided with the machine operating from 
the projection booth. result the new pur- 
chase can tap large resources mm. Instruc- 
tional Educational Entertainment and Special- 
Event films hitherto unavailable. The new pro- 
jector ARC lighted machine capable pro- 
jecting clear images onto large screen dis- 
tances 125 feet. 

For some months negotiations have been under 
way acquire six Quonset huts from Navy surplus. 
Recently word has been received authorizing 
transfer from Naval Base, Gulfport, Mississippi 
Carville. The very real problems connection 
with labor charges for dismantling hauling and 
re-erection here continue occupy our best ef- 
forts. 

Acquisition the Quonsets will solve some the 
space problems. Early considerations suggest their 
use providing space for High School, Boy Scout 
Craft and Shops, Vocational 
Training, and dressing facilities for visiting teams. 

The book drive recently conducted the Young 
Men’s Business Club New Orleans was fine 
success. More than three thousand additional 
books have been received. These have been listed 
title and author together with books already 
hand. The State Librarian and Library Staff 


AROUND 


THE 
CORNER 


Louisiana State University now have the lists. They 
will classify the books for under approximately 
ten broad categories such classics, fiction, biog- 
raphy, science, etc. Present space precludes display 
all books received, but can sure 
ing available for patient use the best 
lected from resources hand. 

connection with the library, word has 
that the Library Congress has additional 
books available and effort being made 
improve our supply. 

The long search for Recreation Supervisor has 
finally culminated the selection Mr. Ralph 
Wilson, Ass’t. Supt. Recreation, Tacoma. Wash- 
ington. Mr. Wilson Veteran World War II, 
having served U.S. Marine Corps the Aleut- 
ians and the South Pacific. Wilson has fine craft, 
music, drama and sports background both 
participant and leadership capacity. 
scheduled report for duty early April. 

Another important staff addition under consid- 
eration involves assignment Medical Social 
Worker. Such assignment will provide professional 
consultation and guidance various areas real 
concern individual patients. Orientation 
newly admitted patients; preparation patients 
about discharged make essential adjust- 
ments; family contacts; child guidance, represent 
some rather distinct consultation and guidance 
services under consideration. 

are enjoying the visit and friendly counsel 
Mr. Edw. FitzGerald the Washington Staff. Mr. 
FitzGerald brings particularly balanced and 
common sense approach our problems. 
continues share generously with his broad 
press, publication, and public relations experience 
—plus his Irish good humor. 


Tuomas Rickman, Jr. 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 


NOTICE 


THE STAR’s telephone number Carville 1502. 
can reached Monday through Friday from 
8:30 A.M. 2:30 P.M. and Saturday until noon. 
After these hours and Sundays can 
reached Carville 1511. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
REMEDIAL LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 


Kalaupapa Settlement the Island Molokai, 
the Territory Hawaii, A., where Hawaii 
segregates most its “officially discovered” cases 
disease, has been much the public 
eye, since its governor, Ingram Stainback, his 
opening message the Territorial Legislature 
February 16, declared, “Our present policy 
compulsory segregation and complete isolation 
all leprosy patients not only unnecessary, but 
expensive and useless cruelty imposed upon 
patients aud their relatives and friends, and tends 
defeat its own purpose.” 

Governor Stainback’s comment has aroused 
storm discussion. However, the governor sticks 
his guns. says, “It may take considerable time 
fully educate the public, but 
convinced that position right and will ulti- 
mately prevail, that persons afflicted with the dis- 
ease will not exiled and treated outcasts, but 
will given hospitalization and treatment near 
family and friends and where they can, they 
desire, also secure treatment from physicians other 
than those employed the Settlement.” 

Meanwhile the territorial legislature now 
session and continuing until sometime May, 
has number Hansen’s disease bills its 
agenda. 

564 would appropriate $25,000 for public 
education program. H.B. 565 would set funds 
for immediate research into the disease. 

According the Honolulu press, these two bills 
have the support representatives the Board 
Health, the Hawaii Medical Association and the 
Board Hospitals and Settlement. 

Dr. Richard Lee, assistant health executive 
the Health Department, said since annexation 
the territory has spent nearly $20,000,000 for the 
care the afflicted. said Hawaii has done 
more than its share this field and said the time 
has come cut costs rapidly possible. 
suggested sending newly arrived patients their 
homelands and the Carville leprosarium, La. 
whenever possible, lighten the territorial load. 

Dr. Chung-Hoon Honolulu said, “As 
many per cent the new cases today are 
among recent arrivals Hawaii, reversing trend 
where once the disease was more numerous 
among the resident population.” 

Mr. Lawrence Judd, resident superintendent 
Kalaupapa said does not care whether the 
Board Hospitals the Board Health conducts 


the public education program, long start- 
immediately. this regard, the substitution 
the name “Hansen’s disease” for “leprosy” was 
strongly advocated. 

Another bill would pension patients. Affected 
would those who have recovered but who re- 
main the settlement. costs $8.00 day keep 
patient Kalaupapa. The pension would en- 
courage arrested leave the settlement. 
Rep. Paschoal, chairman the health committee, 
said pension around $150.00 month for 
blind ex-patients, scaled down, “would great 
saving the territory.” One measure his commit- 
tee will undoubtedly report out, said, 
olution calling for complete investigation the 
settlement. The results would reporced the 
next session the legislature. Rep. Paschoal said 
was time new appraisal the settlement 
made. said would decide whether possi- 
ble follow the recommendation for 
closing the settlement. 


Another bill which the patients show special 
interest concerns plastic surgery, and still another 
bill would allow photographs taken pa- 
tients with their permission. Under present laws 
photographs, except scientific nature, may 
taken. The patients could then take photo- 
graphs themselves and surroundings, and send 
them their families. One legislator commented 
“It would also open the possibility using 
photographs settlement paper, similar prac- 
tices the national leprosarium Carville, La. 
“The present laws recently prevented photo- 
grapher national note the opportunity make 
educational film the work being done 
Kalaupapa.” 

The Senate Ways and Means Committee delet- 
item from house deficiency bill calling for 
$142,040 for improvements Kalaupapa Settle- 
ment. The committee agreed coasider this item 
the 1949-51 budget study but deleted because 
rosarium. 


Kalaupapa paticnts were given the opportunity 
airing their views before special hearings the 
health committee the house and senate held 
Kalaupapa March and April. THE STAR will 
report these hearings néxt month. 


Pass THE STAR your friends. 
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Scrap Paper 


One year ago this April, the Fifth International 
Congress Leprosy met Havana, Cuba. Spon- 
sored the International Leprosy Association, 
was the first time this Congress was held the 
Western Hemisphere. was attended 223 of- 
ficial delegates representing forty countries. Obvi- 
ously was very important conference, its con- 
clusions affecting, directly indirectly, the lives 
more than million people with Hansen’s dis- 
ease throughout the world, and their families. 

Yet the Havana Congress got only passing men- 
tion few newspapers, and probably little 
notice the world press. Perry Burgess, 
President the Leonard Wood Memorial, gave 
interviews the and the New York TIMES 
correspondents. However, did not have time 
into the matter thoroughly wished. 
Nevertheless, had not been for the efforts 
Mr. Burgess, the publicity given the Congress 
would have been much less. Unfortunately, from 
what have learned, there was the Congress 
one assigned give out cogent information 
which thoroughly competent public relations 
man could and would have done. 

The Havana Congress was held time most 
vital the therapy disease. was 
comparatively recent that Dr. Thomas Parran pub- 
licly stated, “For the first time the history 
mankind, can say sufferers from leprosy, 
‘There hope.’ Because this new hope have 
won almost spontaneous publicity, which has 
aroused public interest never before. The trends 
popular thought and attitudes are definitely 
changing. 

Again remind the scientists their recom- 
mendation the Cairo Congress 1938. “Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for 
its success educated public opinion.” Evi- 
dently they think that this “educated public opin- 
ion can brought about the doctors talking 
each other and articles printed scientific 
magazines which are never seen “the man 
the street.” What golden opportunity for world- 
wide education the “man the street” was 
missed the Havana Congress! 

the Havana Congress was agreed ban 
the use the odious word “leper” designate 
patient. But the Congress decided, “THE USE 
THE NAME LEPROSY SHOULD RE- 
TAINED THE SCIENTIFIC DESIGNA- 


TION THE DISEASE, AND ACTIVE STEPS 
SHOULD TAKEN EXPLAIN FULLY 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC ITS REAL NATURE.” 
was recommended that the Congress “take appro- 
priate action order have these conclusions 
the scientific journals and the 
press.” far know. and judging from past 
lack publicity, the Congress has not and never 
has had any adequate liaison between itself and 
the press. 

History seems repeating itself. The distin- 
guished members the Congress returned their 
respective countries and probably forgot about 
the resolution. 1953 when the Internaticnal 
Leprosy Congress convenes Madrid, the gesture 
may again made but until the resolution ac- 
tivated, will remain only scrap paper. 

Some medical men, prominent the field 
Hansen’s disease, think and have said “Nomen- 
clature really insignificant matter.” 
respect the opinions such medicos are variance 
with opinions patients who feel change the 
terms applied them and their disease would 
the greatest all steps toward forming “an enlight- 
ened public opinion” and add immeasurably 
the morale and self-respect patients. 

Nor agree that the word leprosy scien- 
tific. Established, yes, but NOT SCIENTIFIC. 
about scientific Mr. Peabody’s mermaid. 
There word the Engiish language inse- 
parably connected with superstitious horror, legend 
and folklore, leprosy. Indeed, some doctors 
close the problem have expressed the opinion 
that the word “leper” will most difficult eli- 
minate, unless “leprosy” also eliminated from 
all writings, scientific and otherwise. 

Dr. Victor Heiser, well known for his “An 
American Doctor’s Odyssey” unwittingly put his 
finger the real reason for “retaining” leprosy 
the scientific designation for the disease when 
said, “It can not successfully denied that 
discussing leprosy its victims, the present terms 
are thoroughly objectionable but they are 
GREAT CONVENIENCE.” 

The “active steps” recommended the Congress 
explain the general public the real nature 
myco-bacterial illness with convenient histor- 
ical misnomer, have been most INACTIVE the 
end the first year following the adoption the 

(continued page 16) 
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CARVILLE EBONY 


Mickey Pallas (right) exchanging ideas the picture 
with Era Bell Thompson and Professor Browne 


Thousands new readers will soon hear about 
Carville and Hansen’s disease when EBONY, the 
outstanding picture magazine the Negro Digest 
Publishing Co. Chicago, runs feature story 
the subject. EBONY sent their talented Era Bell 
Thompson (America’s Daughter) this hospital 
March gather material. With Miss Thomp- 
son came Mickey Pallas, photographer. Prof. Ro- 
bert Browne Dillard University, New Orleans, 
accompanied the writer and photographer Car- 
ville. 

Miss Thompson’s story should interesting. 
She hit the idea centering her yarn about 
the daily activities one our colored patients, 
World War veteran. Snaps were taken the 
vet all over the place treatments the in- 
firmary the chow line the cafeteria. 

interesting point recorded scientists 
that the incidence Louisiana Hansen’s disease 
the white race, estimated from admissions 
the Carville leprosarium, twice that the Negro 
race. This item significant because the prev- 
alence Hansen’s disease this state over long 
period time, because the large Negro popu- 
lation and because the importation Negro 
slaves considered one the sources leprosy 
this state. Another point is, that there not 
usual proportion two males one female 
the Negro race; there are approximately 
equal number men and women. 


NOTICE 


When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR avoid 
difficulty cashing them. 


THE REVIEWING STAND 


Reporting under the headline, “Leprosy Foun- 
dation May Establish Area Consulting Office” the 
Corpus Christi, Texas CALLER (March stated 


Leonard Wood national foun- 
dation for combatting leprosy, may estab- 
lish consulting office South Texas, 
with headquarters here, Lr. Gordon 
Fisher, city-county unit director, 
said yesterday. Dr. Fisher Dr. 
James Doull, medical director the foun- 
dation, caine here from Washington, D.C. 
recently discuss establish- 
ing full-time consulting specialist who 
would work the Texas area. His 
expenses would paid the foundation, 
the plan adopted. 


Dr. Fisher’s announcement came about the time 
considerable publicity was breaking Corpus 
Christi and other South Texas newspapers con- 
cerning three cases Hansen’s disease discovered 
Corpus and later sent Carville. 

the main, the publicity was “fair middlin’” 
Texans say. The statements the health au- 
thorities were sound, but one wonders why nec- 
essary publicize individual cases all, particu- 
larly this time when early case finding pro- 
gram contemplated. How much better would 
have been not have publicized the case the 
year old girl, particulars about her family and 
neighborhood, and naming the school which she 
attended, “to disinfected.” 

said that Texas, especially South Texas, has 
the highest incidence Hansen’s disease the 
Some the cases are being treated private 
physicians but more than likely large proportion 
are receiving treatment whatsoever. 

The Public Health Service has been “talk- 
ing” diagnostic and treatment centers for the en- 
demic states, including Texas, for the past three 
years. few months ago the Leonard Wood Me- 
morial was brought into the picture. this mat- 
ter, THE STAR was warned “hush hush”. 
understand the project still simmering. Lvery- 
one concerned agrees should brought 
boil. But meanwhile the preliminary publicity 
again forcibly points the need for the powers 
that be, get together without further delay 
work out carefully planned informational pro- 
tors the area where the project carried 
on. Otherwise officialdom putting the cart be- 
fore the horse. 
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BETH O’NEILL QUEEN MARDI GRAS 


Beth daughter our good friends 
Arthur and Julie reigned Queen the 
Krewe Carrollton Carnival Ball Municipal 
Auditorium New Orleans Sunday evening, 
Feb 20. While the ball hada 
first hand report from our Chicago friends Edith 
Holmes, Mae Fitzgerald and Lorraine Greinke 
who were present. 


Beth’s gown solid silver sequins fell into 
full circular skirt and girdle and 
collar various colored sequins trimmed the 
dress. The aqua velvet mantle, lined with silver 
lamé, was heavily trimmed with silver sequins and 
touches red. Ermine bordered the mantle. Her 
jeweled crown was fitted with colored plumes and 
she carried jewel-encrusted sceptre. Our con- 


gratulations you, Queen Beth, highly suc- 
cessful reign. 


OUT OUR WAY 


Gardening occupies part each day for many 
the patients. Daily, you ride stroll along 
these miles walks, you see fellows and gals, too, 
turning the earth, sowing seeds, watering young 
plants one the many things needed pro- 
duce lovely flowers fresh vegetables. front 
most the quarters are flower beds and the 
rear many, vegetable patches. 

Most don’t attempt things difficult 
Manuel, who grows rare orchids, but need 
advice some flower problem, are pretty sure 
getting the right answer from him. 

There are least three other fellows who have 
green fingers. Peanut, call Alex, seems 
have flowers despite freezes, droughts floods. 


THE STAR 


Flowers bloom along the walks 


frequently brings beautiful bouquet our 
office and makes the day’s work lots easier 
have them the desk. 

Peter another green fingered guy. not on- 
grows beautiful flowers but also has strawber- 
ries his front yard and like know 
doesn’t need hour daily guard over them. 

Down Cottage Grove way, beautiful flower beds 
are found, too. Jose has abundance 
roses, easter lilies and other cut flowers well 
some unusual pot plants. 

this working gal pedals her bike work 
each morning, along with several the other la- 
dies, think that the lucky wives who aren’t em- 
ployed “up the line”, suburbanites call the 
hospital proper, have the edge us. They can get 
outdoors the cool the morning work 
their flower beds while we’re pounding typewrit- 
ers, scurrying through corridors the infirmary 
pushing brooms. any rate can work 
our flower beds the late afternoon and the frag- 
rance our blooms greets after day’s work. 


Variety spiced the show presented here Sun- 
day evening, March the Xi-Beta Chapter 
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority New Orleans. The en- 
tertainers drove from the city amid heavy 
rain. “We promised,” said Miss Acel Ross Mitchell, 
who emceed the show and whose vivacious and 
gay personality was the brightest spot the even- 
ing. Mitchell puts over her songs the clubby 
intimate style Hildegarde and the audience love 
it. When she sang “Powder Your Face With Sun- 
shine,” the whole place beamed. 

The Baker La. High School band will give 
concert here the afternoon Sunday May 8th. 
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DOCTORS LEARN “ON-THE-SPOT” 
HOW SPOT HANSEN’S DISEASE 


When Doctors Meet 


Johansen (in dark suit) with Dr. Goldman his 
Dr. Van Studdiford, New Orleans; Dr. 
son, Executive Officer, and members resident 
staff shown with visiting doctors. 


Directors dermatological departments 
medical colleges and hospitals throughout the 
U.S. would well follow the example Dr. 
Leon Goldman, Professor Dermatology, Uni- 
versity Cincinnati, College Medicine, and 
Director Dermatology, Cincinnati General Hos- 
pital, who escorted his entire class graduate 
students and members the resident staff Car- 
ville March for twoday, on-the-spot study 
Hansen’s disease. The group also included 
small delegation dermatologists from Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

“We made the Carville trip,” Dr. Goldman said, 
“because the college’s policy training post- 
graduate students meet disease problems any- 
where the world. Our graduates, practicing 
medicine various parts the country, must 
prepared recognize and treat early cases Han- 
sen’s disease.” 

Dr. Goldman particularly interested the 
humane aspects the control Hansen’s dis- 
ease. opposed the segregation patients 
who have the type. His regard for 
THE STAR was gratifying. have made this mag- 
azine part the reading material for our courses 
Hansen’s disease. extremely interesting 
get the patient’s viewpoint and the intelligent con- 
ception the disease such the staff and you ap- 
pear have Carville.” 

Dr. Goldman has made intensive study 
tropical diseases Mexico and Costa Rica. 
Mexico, worked with his friend, Dr. Fernando 
Latapi, outstanding authority Hansen’s dis- 
ease that country. 


Turn-about fair play scientific circles too. 
The Cincinnati medicos were the receiving end 
most the held here, but one session, 
the Carville staff looked, listened and asked the 


THE STAR 


questions. This was, when new technique, which 
follows the progress healing cases Hansen’s 
disease measuring changing 
ances the skin lesions was demonstrated. The 
new technique was evolved the Kettering Lab- 
oratory Applied Physiology the University 
Cincinnati College Medicine. Waldo Younder, 
electronics expert and Drs. Raymond Suskind and 
Edwin Higgins, resident dermatologists the col- 
lege and laboratory, who developed the technique, 
demonstrated it. The Carville medical staff was 
impressed with this machine, which eliminates the 
use pin needle determine anaesthetic 
skin areas and considered more accurate. Dr. 
Johansen states that one has been requisitioned 
for this hospital. 


With March winds came several groups med- 
ical men bent acquiring up-to-the-minute 
knowledge Hansen’s disease. From New Orleans, 
The Ochsner Clinic’s post-graduate students 
were here the These physicians hailed 
from Texas, Alabama, Mississippi and Illinois. 
the 24th, about Tulane’s post-graduate class 
held clinic here. This group had real interna- 
tional flavor; some the doctors were from 
Greece, Peru, South Africa, China, Mexico and the 
Philippines. 


EDITORIAL 


resolution. Neither has the Congress implemented 
its decision ban the use the odious word 
“leper.” 

realize the International Leprosy Association 
not “rolling money” but wonder the 
decisions the Havana Congress have been 
brought the attention the Committee In- 
ternational Nomenclature Diseases and text- 
book writers, the help the American Med- 
ical Association has been sought. The long 
ago banned the use the word leper from any 
its publications. With its many councils, committees 
and prestige the A.M.A. could exert its influence 
carry out the Havana Congress resolution. And 
they probably would, approached the “right 
people”— and don’t mean the 

The vital need for concerted press, radio and 
screen campaign national —expanding inter- 
national— scope. There today organization 
devoted exclusively such purpose. What 
magnificent opportunity for world wide service 


(continued) 
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Mrs. Hubert Goode, Portland, Oregon, 
National President the American Legion Aux- 
iliary, will make official visit this hospital 
Friday morning, April 15. Mrs. Goode spending 
the day before Shreveport where she will 
honored with banquet. The party will fly 
Baton Rouge and then motor Carville. Carvilli- 
ans will gather meet Mrs. Goode and her party 
and express appreciation for the many fine things 
the Auxiliary has done for the patients during 
the years. 


THE NATIONAL NEWS the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary for February carried article 
Mrs. Norman Sheehe Rockford, National 
Rehabilitation Chairman the Auxiliary, which 
was request for Units purchase subscriptions 
THE STAR for libraries and individuals. That 
the article was widely read evidenced the 
number subscriptions received from Auxiliary 
Units with which had previous contact. 
certainly appreciate this boost our circulation. 


The Area Rehabili- 

tation Conference the 

American Legion Auxil- 

iaryheldi Jackson, Miss., 

March and brought 

ford ‘above, left), National Executive Committee- 

woman and Miss Grace Summers, Unit President, 

both Newberry, South Carolina spent the after- 

noon here. Aline Stribbling, President the local 
Unit, took the ladies tour the hospital. 


“Family Education for Hansen’s Disease and 
Tuberculosis Contacts” was the subject talk 
given Mrs. McCormick, Destrehan, 
the Area Conference. Mrs. McCormick 
Carville Chairman for the Auxiliary, Liaison Rep- 
resentative for THE STAR and special field con- 
sultant for the Louisiana Tuberculosis Association 
which certainly qualified her for intelligent 


discussion the subject. From all reports Mrs. 
McCormick splendid job despite the fact 
that she should have been bed nursing the flu. 


The Shreveport Times, March 13, carried story 
written Robert Butcher about the Aux- 
iliary’s activities behalf the Carville patients. 
This was sane and sensible article devoid sen- 
sationalism. carried many facts and was headed 
picture Mrs. Jack Gardner, Dept. Louis- 
iana President, Joey Guerrero and Mrs. Hornbostel 
taken when Mrs. Gardner visited here. 


left right: Mrs, Fischer 

(seated), Mrs. Miller, 

Dr. Fischer, Mr. Miller and 
Aline Stribbling, Pres. 

the local Unit. 


Dr. and Mrs. Harold Fischer and Mr. and Mrs. 
E.W. Miller, all Euclid, Ohio, fulfilled often 
-expressed desire when they visited Carville 
March 14. The Fischers and the Millers took 
motor trip from Ohio through Florida Louisi- 
ana and back home way Natchez for the 
spring flower show and pageants yesteryear. 

Both Dr. Fischer and Mr. Miller are members 
the Forty and Eight and Mr. Miller past 
commander the Legion Post Euclid. The la- 
dies are Auxiliary members and Mrs. Fischer 
past president Euclid Unit 343. When our lo- 
cal Auxiliary Unit was organized was the Euclid 
Unit, acting Mrs. Fischer’s motion, that gave 
them their first financial assistance. Euclid well 
represented THE circulation files, also 
due the efforts Mrs. Fischer. 

The visitors were taken all over the hospital and 
later met informally with ladies the Auxiliary 
and Legionnaires the Club Lounge for friend- 
chat. 


Baton Rouge 


Shop 


DALTON’S 


Phone 2-4421 


When you finish reading THE STAR will you please 
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THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT 


Here are tangible evidences the effect edu- 
cation upon the patient and upon health authori- 
ties. Less than year ago, what has been referred 
the “Pancho Case“ was featured the na- 
tion’s newspapers. The prime factor this situa- 
tion was the prolonged detention without treat- 
ment World War veteran who had con- 
tracted Hansen’s disease. now have almost 
identical case the respect that too veter- 
and that his case was diagnosed the State 
California, but there one very great difference. 
Almost two months elapsed before this veteran 
arrived Carville and although spent that time 
two different hospitals, was placed immedi- 
ately upon the promin treatment. Even nearer 
the ultimate conclusion which hope achieve 
through education, best illustrated the ar- 
rival early this year most personable young 
lady from the State Texas. After diagnosis, 
decision was reached family conference that 
she should present herself for treatment this 
hospital, This decision was made after reading 
article Magazine which pictured 
the community life and the progress being made 
against the disease current treatments. 

The wire services and more and more broadcast 
stations are showing interest our problems. 
January, Father Beemster visited Carville. 
did not tell the time who was, but the 
result his visit was very enlightening radio 
broadcast Hansen’s disease, and Carville 
particular, over Station WTAQ Wisconsin, 
which managing director. The program was 
the “Mary Logan —Rambling Round Town” one, 
which reaches some 100,000 people Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan. was well done 
dled with great human understanding. 

The SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 
story Bernice Freeman about the Hornbostels, 
February which informed the public about 
Mrs. Hornbostel’s improvement under present 
therapy and about their daily life Carville. al- 
gave good plug the National Leprosy 

The viewpoint disease patient 
was expressed very good article Harry 
Richards the March number the NATION- 
HOOKUP, monthly published the In- 
door Sports, which social organization phys- 
ically handicapped folk, who try help each 
other diverse ways. 

Frank Stainton’s “Carnival Carville” ap- 
peared during New Orleans’ carnival season 


the TIMES-PICAYUNE Sunday Magazine, with 
pictures Johnnie Harris former such cele- 
brations. expresses the belief that reasons for 
the present decline enthusiasm for such cele- 
brations that the artificial stimulation which 
they gave the patients, not needed now, having 
been replaced the very real one engendered 
the new hope brought about through sulphone 
therapy and changing conditions. 

excellent article was written Tom Kelly 
March for the Baton Rouge MORNING 
ADVOCATE, Magazine Section, telling about life 
Carville and the history the hospital, about 
the nursing sisters and the patient “Joey”, our war 
heroine. Last but not least told about our “Dr. 
Jo”, who charge all the varied activity and 
life that make the daily routine this U.S. 
Marine Hospital. The article was well interspersed 
with pictures showing different points interest 
the place. 

The March number the LOUISIANA LE- 
GIONNAIRE gave whole page views 
this hospital and its grounds with all the many 
fine buildings their typical Southern settings. 
fine pictorial layout, designed give new 
perspective ancient viewpoint. 

There little paper for shut-ins published 
Vivian Kimball Walworth, Wis., who visit- 
Carville January with James Gwinn New 
Orleans. She gave quite write-up compiled 
from THE STAR and other information, her 
January ALONG THE WAY. She followed this 
with more information the March issue. 

This only brief resumé some the re- 
cent publicity Carville and Hansen’s disease. 
have trained public relations man this 
hospital, but despite that fact, are getting 
more and more constructive publicity towards 
our eventual goal which can summed 
these few words: THAT THE CONDITIONS 
FOR RECEIVING TREATMENT SHALL 
SUCH ENCOURAGE FATIENTS 
VOLUNTARILY APPLY FOR TREATMENT 
WITHOUT FEAR IMMEDIATE AND IN- 
DEFINITE DETENTION AND THE CONSE- 
QUENT LIFE-LONG STIGMA HAVING 
BEEN PATIENT THIS HOSPITAL. 


Ap s 
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KALAUPAPA COMMUNIQUE 
THREE HAMS KALAUPAPA 


Another first has been scored the annals 
Kalaupapa Settlement history, namely amateur 
radio with three residents each proudly possessing 
Amateur Radio Operator and Station License. 

February 1948, Charles Bittel, ex-W9ITK- 
was able obtain modified 
station and operator license KH6PU and thus 
activities Kalaupapa were started. was op- 
eration for about months, running approximately 
500 watts input, but now temporarily off the air. 

Charles with the Territory Hawaii the ca- 
pacity Superintendent Maintenance and Con- 
struction, charge the water and telephone 
systems, all construction, electrical, mechanical, 
and maintenance work the settlement. Both 
Charlie and Mrs. Bittel reside Kalaupapa. 

The second Ham the local District Magistrate, 
Edward Bell, whose call assignment KH6TS 
was issued September 1948. “Ed” patient and 
has been for nigh-on fourteen years. was one 
seven applicants for the vacated position 
District Magistrate the County. March 15, 
1943, when only years age, the Chief Justice 
the Supreme Court Hawaii appointed him 
that office. That position has held for nearly 
six years without one single appeal taken from his 
decisions. The judge also acts the capacity 
Juvenile Court Judge, holds Notary Public Com- 
mission issuing out the Territorial Attorney- 
General’s office, commission perform the 
marriage ceremony, and very active civic 
functions. 

interesting note the fact that now the 
judge the only court has yet entered and 
owns the first radio transmitter has ever laid 
eyes upon, except, course, what appears mag- 
azines and radio periodicals. 

this writing, Judge Bell processing appli- 
cants for membership the Civil Air Patrol which 
voluntary organization civil airmen for 
national defense. serves auxiliary unit 
the Army Air Forces the conduct cadet 
training program. the seven inhabited islands 
the Hawaiian group, Molokai third the for- 
mation Civil Air Patrol Unit, although 
ranks fifth populated size. The communications 
station will the main project. 

The third and most recent Ham Walter Siu 
who has spent years patient Kalaupapa. 
now the inactive list and elects remain 


the settlement. The call KH6UG was issued him 
October 22, 1948, and then February 1949 
was modified the extent Class “B” privi- 
leges. 

Walter Chief Clerk the office the Resi- 
dent Superintendent, Lawrence Judd. 
very able and qualified radio technician engaged 
spare-time servicing home receivers. The 
remainder his time devoted the manage- 
ment his private store and course, Ham 
dio. The first radio transmitter ever saw the 
one “Ed” owns and operates; however, decided 
build one and nearly completed and capa- 
ble medium power. 

The only means available for higher learning 
and education way correspondence courses 
and these gentlemen have taken advantage them. 


need amateur radio station this hospi- 
tal but are told would not work well because 
our antiquated Direct Current. Several patients, 
one former “ham”, are interested. ham station 
would another media for spreading education- 
information about Hansen’s disease but again 
the old stumbling block. 


Ed. 


FOR YOUR BANKING 


PLEASURE SERVE! 


Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts 
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Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window, 
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COME THE COOTIETTES 


Left right: 
Sartain, Mrs. Hughes, 


March 10th, group ladies the Lousy 
Ann Cootiette Club 110, Baton Rouge, visited this 
hospital for the first time. Mrs. Hughes, Pres- 
ident the club said: “We were surprised and 
thrilled with what saw. Each was greatly 
enlightened and hope make more visits 
soon.” 

The Cootiettes brought cookies, candy and mag- 
azines the veterans. 

“Cootiette,” Mrs. Hughes explained, French 
word meaning louse. Cootiette one must 


amember Veterans Foreign Wars Auxil- 


iary good standing, with pleasing personality 
and enjoying good clean fun. 

Cootiettes, started during the first World War, 
now organization holding monthly 
local meetings and (Grand Crawl) State Conven- 
tion once year. 


NOTICE 
When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR toavoid 
difficulty cashing them. 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Name 


Address 


City 


The purpose this publication to: 


Promote educated public opinion disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested 


Encourage and finance social service for needy 
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Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, National Leprosarium, 
Carville, Louisiana. 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


the infected person native section the country 


where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the distinguish between 
the two germs. 

* * * * 

Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable 
diseases New York and Massachusetts and patients 
those States are subject “NO RESTRICTIONS.” down, 
go.) 

* * * * 

man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some other accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 
the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 
sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 
Naaman). 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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EDUCATION THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC 


necessary for the educational 
campaign get the help different organizations 
which influence public opinion, such as: profes- 
sional, civic, religious and missionary organizations, 
press associations, organizations authors, the 
radio broadcasting and moving 
tries, etc. 

The essential points bring out are: 

Avoid the use the word ‘leper’ and other 
undesirable terms. 

Correct the present error public opinion 
that leprosy Biblical scourge and that the pa- 
tient cursed. This error brings stigma and injury 
mankind, makes the patient conceal his disease 
and prevents him from seeking medical assistance 
and increases the danger the public. 

deprecate all arguments newspapers, 
magazines, novels, movies, etc., and all situations 
which leprosy and the patient are dramatized, and 
which not correspond human knowledge. 

International Leprosy Congress, 

Havana, Cuba, April 1948 
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